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FOOTNOTES 
The Night the Lights Went Out 
T h e morning after the November gth 
power failure, the question was, "Where 
we re you w h e n the lights wen t out?" 
Everyone h a d a story, bu t the greatest 
i n c o n v e n i e n c e s doub t l e s s befel l t h e 
ladies. 
At Two Broadway in N e w York, about 
a h u n d r e d people were s t randed on the 
22nd and 23rd floors. By eleven p .m. all 
b u t two dozen h a d groped their way 
down all those flights; those who re-
mained dozed away the night—on re-
ception-room sofas, on chairs and on 
the floor. 
Henr ie t ta Baiersdorfer was put t ing 
u p 32 nightlines on the switchboard 
w h e n the lights flickered off. True to her 
professional code she stayed at her post 
for the next five hours. H a d she known 
w h a t it would b e like going down those 
2 3 flights, she'd have stayed all night . 
He r knees would scarcely u n b e n d when 
she got to the bot tom. 
Mrs. Hagger ty stayed all night bu t 
had great concern for her deaf sister 
alone in the house in brightly l ighted 
Jersey. Unable to hear the phone , the 
sister wouldn ' t unders tand why Mrs. 
Hagger ty didn ' t come home. Eventual ly 
a relative was able to visit he r and re-
assure her . 
Har rowing adventures befell those in 
the various pipelines be tween office and 
home. Sybil Schmille found herself at 
Madison Square after seven hours of 
walking and bus r iding tha t got her no 
nearer home . She en tered a dingy hotel 
and was given a two-inch candle to 
guide her up nine flights to her room. 
In the inky blackness she couldn' t br ing 
herself to touch the bed; so she dozed 
in a chair and escaped at the first crack 
of dawn. 
Sally Levinson, caught in the sub-
way, held hands wi th her friend Maita 
as they groped to a c rowded station. 
She let go Maita's h a n d to get th rough 
a turnstile, then reached quickly to re-
cover it, calling "Maita, Maita, let's go 
this way ." T h e h a n d pul led free and a 
voice said "Lady, you have the wrong 
hand . " 
In Boston, Sidney Ann Robinson was 
driving from work to Prat t Hospital to 
visit her father: "Suddenly downtown 
Boston was lost in blackness. T h e radio 
station wen t off the air. There was no 
explanation. W h e n I parked the car I 
found I h a d no dime for the meter . 
Passersby couldn' t change my quar te r 
b u t one man insisted on giving m e a 
dime saying 'If this means the Russians 
are here I'll be glad my last capitalistic 
d ime went for a good democratic cause. ' 
I told myself not to panic—and ran for 
the hospital ." Inside the hospital, which 
h a d no emergency lighting, Sidney Ann 
could see doctors in the operat ing rooms 
with flashlights s t rapped to their heads . 
T h e hospital staff was busy giving ev-
eryone sleeping pills, and within min-
utes all the pat ients were asleep. She 
headed home to take one too. 
Eva Anderson h a d a rush report in 
her electric typewri ter w h e n power 
failed in the Rochester report depar t -
ment . She turned to composing a ballad 
of h o w Wi l l i am Gasser , p a r t n e r - i n -
charge, left the bui lding: 
Candle, candle, burn ing bright , 
Guide Mr. Gasser down the flight; 
(How many steps are eight floors down 
from heaven, 
Split into groups of three and some-
times seven?) 
Cross tha t out—delete—he's found! 
It was the other way around, 
H e beat the candle to the ground. -
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